PRAYER REVIVAL SEMINAR

LESSON 2:  ASK, SEEK, KNOCK - PART 1

Presenter:  Pastor Adrian Johnson

Theme Text:

Matthew 7: 7 & 8, ‘Ask, and it shall be given you; seek, and ye find; knock, and it shall be opened unto you: For every one that asketh receiveth; and he that seeketh findeth; and to him that knocketh it shall be opened.’ 

Prayer is simply _____________________with God.  

Four Reasons for Prayer:

1. We should Ask God for What We Need

Matt. 6: 6, ‘But thou, when thou prayest, enter into thy closet, and when thou hast shut thy door, pray to thy Father which is in secret; and thy Father which seeth in secret shall reward thee openly.’

2. To Glorify God

John 14:13, ‘And whatsoever ye shall ask in my name, that will I do, that the ________________ may be ________________ in the Son.’

3. For Our Complete Joy

John 16:24, ‘Hitherto  have ye asked nothing in my name: ask, and ye shall receive, that your joy may be full.’

John 15:11, ‘These things have I spoken unto you, that my joy might remain in you, and that your _______________ might be full.’

4. Getting Help from God therefore glorifies him.  

Psalm 50: 15, ‘And call upon me in the day of trouble: I will ___________________thee, and thou shalt glorify me.’

The Prayer Equation        

God’s willingness - Man’s request + God’s divine will 

X Man’s submissiveness   = God’s glory. 

God is ever present - Man calls upon God in the day of trouble - God will deliver thee - Man’s submissive and God is glorified

This is a covenant that God entered into with us, who prays to Him, and those He helps.

We obtain that which we so greatly need, and all that God receives is the glory which is due unto Him.

The song writer says:

I am Thine, O Lord, I have heard Thy voice,

And it told Thy love to me;

But I long to rise in the arms of faith,

And be closer drawn to Thee

Chorus

Draw me nearer, nearer, nearer blessed Lord,

To the cross where Thou hast died;

Draw me nearer, nearer, nearer blessed Lord,

To thy precious bleeding side.

O the pure delight of a single hour,

That before Thy throne I spend,

When I kneel in prayer, and with Thee, my God,

I commune as friend with friend
God intends for us to do something good, namely, for us to ____________________. God promises to do for us what we can’t do for ourselves. How then do we glorify Him?   John 15:1-8.

John 15:5, ‘I am the vine, ye are the branches: He that abideth in me, and I in him, the same bringeth forth much fruit: for without me ye can do nothing.’

We are _____________without Christ. We are incapable of doing anything outside of Him.

Romans 7:18, ‘For I know that in me (that is, in my flesh,) dwelleth no good thing: for to will is present with me; but how to perform that which is good I find not.’

John 15:7, ‘If ye ___________in me, and my words abide in you, ye shall ask what ye will, and it shall be done unto you.’

By bearing fruit we glorify God, Prayer is open admission that without Christ we can do nothing. Prayer is turning to God in confidence that he provides the help we need, prayer humbles us as needy and exalts God as wealthy.

Don’t Pray:
1. Like a Hypocrite (for Man’s Glory)  
Matt.6:5, ‘And when thou prayest, thou shalt not be as the ____________are: for they love to pray standing in the _______________and in the corners of the streets, that they may be seen of men. Verily I say unto you, they have their reward’

Luke 20: 46 -47, ‘Beware of the_____________, which desire to walk in long robes, and love greetings in the markets, and the highest seats in the synagogues, and the chief rooms at feasts; 47Which devour widows’ houses, and for a shew make long prayers: the same shall receive greater damnation.’

2. Like the Gentiles (Using ___________________ Repetition) 

Matt. 6:7, ‘But when ye pray, use not vain repetitions, as the heathen do: for they think that they shall be heard for their much speaking.’

3. Like an Adulteress (Wrong Motives, for ________________ Pleasures) 

James 4: 3-5, ‘Ye ask, and receive not, because ye ask amiss, that ye may consume it upon your lusts.  4Ye__________________ and ___________________, know ye not that the friendship of the world is enmity with God? whosoever therefore will be a friend of the world is the enemy of God. 5 Do ye think that the scripture saith in vain, The spirit that dwelleth in us lusteth to envy?
Assurance Text

2 Chron. 7:14, ‘If my people, which are called by name, shall humble themselves, and pray, and seek, my face, and turn from their wicked ways then will I hear from heaven, and will forgive their sin and will heal their land.’   

Activity

Get in groups of four (4) and discuss ways in which God has blessed you.
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