
PRAYER REVIVAL SEMINAR

LESSON 3:  ASK, SEEK, KNOCK - PART 2

Presenter:  Pastor Adrian Johnson

Theme Text:

Matthew 7: 7 & 8, ‘Ask, and it shall be given you; seek, and ye shall find; knock, and it shall be opened unto you: For every one that asketh receiveth; and he that seeketh  findeth; and to him that knocketh it shall be opened.’ 

Pray for the following:

1. When You Need Wisdom  

James 1:5, ‘If any of you lack wisdom, let him ask of God, that _____________ to all men _____________, and upbraideth not; and it shall be given him.’  

2. Anyone among you who is suffering or Sick  

James 5:13,14, ‘Is any among you afflicted? let him _________________…. 14Is any sick among you? let him call for the elders of the church; and let them ___________________ over him, anointing him with oil in the name of the Lord:’

3. To Avoid Sin  

Matt. 6:13, ‘And lead us not into temptation, but _________________ us from _____________ : For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, for ever. Amen.’
1 Cor.10:13, ‘There hath no temptation taken you but such as is common to man: but God is faithful, who will not ________________ you  to be _______________ above that ye are ________________; but will with the _______________________ also make a way to ________________, that ye may be able to bear it.’ 

There can be no question where the blame must be placed for our spiritual poverty _________________________. There is no sin that the Christian will ever commit that could not have been avoided by prayer.

How to Pray:

1. With Faith 

Matt. 21:22, ‘And all things, whatsoever ye shall ask in prayer, believing, ye shall receive.’

Heb. 11:1, ‘Now faith is the substance of things hoped for, the evidence of things not seen.’

2. Confess Your Sins 

1 John 1:9 ‘If we confess our _______________, he is faithful and just to forgive us our sins, and to _______________ us from all __________________.

3. God’s Will    

If we are to ask for anything according to His will, then we must __________________. Faith in prayer is not what we dream up but is engendered by hearing the word of Christ.

1 John 5: 14-15 ‘And this is the confidence that we have in Him, that, if we ask any thing according to His will, He _______________ us:  15And if we know that He hears, whatsoever we ask, we know that we have the petitions that we desired of Him.’

Rom. 10:17, ‘So then faith cometh by hearing, and _____________ by the _____________of God.’

This principle of God’s word prior to our prayer is simply illustrated in some biblical passages  (i) David’s prayer in 2 Sam. 7:18-29 .This is to ask God to do the things He has promised; (ii) Solomon’s prayer of dedication of the temple centers upon  request that God would do what he had promised to do for David (1 Kings 8:22- 26); (iii) Jeremiah’s letter to the Jewish exiles in Babylon (Jer.29: 1-17). Jer. 29: 10 -14 , explains the logic of prayer. First, God tells them what He will do, then they will pray that he will do it, the outcome is that God will do it. 
Another example : God’s promise to Jacob – (Gen. 31:3) and later Jacob prayed and reminded God.  
Genesis 32:9-12       

9And Jacob said, O God of my father Abraham, and God of my father Isaac, the LORD which saidst unto me, Return unto thy country, and to thy kindred, and I will deal well with thee: 10I am not worthy of the least of all the mercies, and of all the truth, which thou hast shewed unto thy servant; for with my staff I passed over this Jordan; and now I am become two bands.  11Deliver me, I pray thee, from the hand of my brother, from the hand of Esau: for I fear him, lest he will come and smite me, and the mother with the children. 12And thou saidst, I will surely do thee good, and make thy seed as the ______________ of the ____________, which cannot be numbered for multitude.

The song writer says:

My faith has found a resting place, Not in a man-made creed;

I trust the ever living One, That He for me will plead.

Chorus

I need no other evidence,

I need no other plea;

It is enough that Jesus died,

And rose again for me.

The great Physician heals the sick, the lost He came to save;

For me His precious blood He shed, for me His life He gave.

Reasons why we do not receive God’s promises – because we
James 4:2, ‘Ye lust, and have not: ye kill, and desire to have, and cannot obtain: ye fight and war, yet ye have not, because ye ________________   ________________.’

Some Christians have contended that to pray conditionally, that is to say to God, “If it be your will”, is incompatible with the prayer of faith, but this is a mistake, we ask in faith, when we submit to the word of God and comply according to His will, and pray to be heard according to the good pleasure of our heavenly father.  _________________________word and desire of God.

Some Christians think that prayer is incompatible with the sovereignty of God; if he has already ordained everything, then why pray?

God has not determined to accomplish his purposes _________________________; and among those means_______________________________ have their appropriate place. 

Prayers are Not Always Granted:

 2 Cor. 12:8-9, ‘For this thing I besought the Lord thrice, that it might depart from me. 9And he said unto me, My grace is sufficient for thee: for my strength is made perfect in weakness. Most gladly therefore will I rather glory in my infirmities, __________________ of _______________ may rest upon me.’

Paul’s experience highlights the simple yet profound truth that prayer is not the __________________ what we want, rather, prayer is a means God _________________________, therefore, his divine will is accomplished.

Assurance Text         

2 Chron. 7:14, ‘If my people, which are called by name, shall humble themselves, and pray, and seek, my face, and turn from their wicked ways then    will I hear from heaven, and will forgive their sin and will heal their land.’   

Activity

Get in groups of seven (7) and discuss the benefits of prayer.
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