PRAYER REVIVAL SEMINAR
LESSON 8: THE REASONS FOR PRAYING
Presenter: Pastor Adrian Johnson
Theme Text:

Matthew 7: 7 & 8, ‘Ask, and it shall be given you; seek, and ye shall find; knock, and it shall be opened unto you: For every one that asketh receiveth; and he that seeketh findeth; and to him that knocketh it shall be opened.’ 

If there is one ______________ that all Christians have, that allows the devil and hell to _____________, is that of the power and blessings of prayer.

The Apostle Paul encourages us to pray. 
 Ephesians 6: 18, ‘Praying always with all prayer and supplication in the Spirit, and watching thereunto with all ___________________ and  ____________________ for saints.’   

Prayer refers to the different ways of ____________________________ for the Christians with their Lord. 

Descriptions of Prayer in the Bible:
1. The word ‘prayer’ and ‘praying is described as ___________________________________.

Psalm 17: 6, “I have called upon thee, for thou wilt hear me, O God; incline thine ear unto me, and hear my speech.”

2. It is also described as ____________________________________________ to the Lord.’
Psalm 3: 4, “I cried unto the Lord with my voice, and he heard me out of his holy hill.”
3. Prayer is  described as ______________________________ to God.’
Hebrews 10:22, “Let us draw near with a true heart in full assurance of faith...”
Reasons for Prayer:
The Bible provides clear reasons why God’s people ought to pray.
Reason # 1: We are Commanded by God

This command comes from the lips of the psalmists, prophets, apostles and the Lord Jesus himself.

Psalm 105: 4, “Seek the ___________________ and His strength; seek his face evermore.”

Amos 5: 4, “For thus saith the Lord unto the house of Israel, _____________________, and ye shall live.”

Colossians 4: 2, “Continue _______________________, and watch in the same with thanksgiving.”

Matthews 26: 41, “Watch ________________________, that ye enter not into temptation.”

God desires our fellowship, and by praying we _______________________ our relationship with him.

Stuart Hamblen writes in his song:
My heart can sing when I pause to remember,

A heartache here is but a stepping stone

Along a trail that’s winding always upward,

This troubled world is not my final home.

But until then my heart will go singing,
Until then with joy I’ll carry on,

Until the day my eyes behold the city,

Until the day God calls me home.

The things of earth will dim and lose their value,

If we recall they’re borrowed for a while;

And things of earth that cause the heart to tremble,

Remembered there will only bring a smile.
Reason # 2: Prayer is the necessary _________________ to received God’s blessings
Numerous Bible passages illustrate this very principle, Jesus promised that those who follow Him and are true to him would receive the Holy Spirit. See Luke 11: 5-13
Acts 1:14, “They all continued with one accord in __________________ and _________________, with the women, and Mary the mother of Jesus, and with his brethren.”
Reason # 3:  Is that we will receive from God the ______________________ of boldness
Acts 4: 31, “And when they had prayed, the place was shaken where they assembled together; and they were all filled with the Holy Ghost, and they spake the word of God with boldness.”
Reason # 4: Is that we will receive the power of ______________________
James 5:14-15, ‘Is any sick among you? Let him call for the elders of the church; and let them pray over him, anointing him with oil the name of the Lord; 15And the prayer of faith shall save the sick, and the Lord shall raise him up; and if he have committed sins they shall be __________________________ him.’    

Reason # 5: Is that we will receive the _______________________________ of his promises

Malachi 3:10-11, ‘…I will … open the windows of heaven and pour you out a __________________, that there shall not be room enough to receive it. 11And I will _____________ tbe ___________ for your sakes, and he shall not destroy the fruits of your ground; neither shall your vine cast her fruit before the time in the field, saith the Lord of hosts.’

Psalm 1: 3, “And he shall be like a tree planted by the rivers of water, that bringeth forth his fruit in his season; his leaf also shall not wither; and whatsoever he doeth shall _______________________.”


Psalm 91: 4 &16, “He shall cover thee with his feathers, and under his wings shall thou trust; His truth shall be thy shield and buckler.’  16With long life will _________________________, and shew him my salvation.”
We can trust God when we pray sincerely, with the assurance that we will get a blessing.

Postures for Prayer

The Bible recorded numerous appropriate posture when praying:
1. Standing (1 Kings 8: 22; Neh. 9: 4-5)
2. Sitting (Luke 10: 13)   
3. Kneeling (Daniel 6: 10)         
4. Lying on a bed (Psalm 63: 6)               
5. Bowing down on the ground (Exodus 34: 8)   
6. Lying on the ground (2 Samuel 12: 16)                                      

7. Lifting up hands to heaven (1 Timothy 2: 8)               

Therefore these five reasons for praying
1. We are _______________________ by God.

2. Because prayer is the necessary ___________________ to received Gods’ blessings.

3. Is that we will receive the _____________ of boldness.   
4. Is that we will receive the ______________ of healing. 
5. Is that we will receive the _______________________ of Gods’ promises
Assurance Text

2 Chron. 7:14, ‘If my people, which are called by name, shall humble themselves, and pray, and seek, my face, and turn from their wicked ways then will I hear from heaven, and will forgive their sin and will heal their land.’   

Activity Time
Put yourselves in group of three (3)  Discuss among yourselves  three main reasons why you pray.  
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