PRAYER REVIVAL SEMINAR
LESSON 9: THE POWER OF INTERCESSORY PRAYER
Presenter: Pastor Adrian Johnson
Theme Text:

Matthew 7: 7 & 8, ‘Ask, and it shall be given you; seek and ye shall find; knock and it shall be opened unto you;  for every one that asketh receiveth; and he that seeketh findeth; and to him that knocketh it shall be opened.’ 

Definition of Intercessory Prayer

Intercession may be defined as holy, believing, persevering prayer where ______________ with God on behalf of another or others who desperately need God’s intervention.

 “The Church has not yet touched the __________ of the possibilities of intercessory prayer. Her largest ____________will be witnessed when individual Christians everywhere come to recognize their ____________ unto God and day by day give themselves unto prayer.” John R. Mott

“Men may spurn our appeals, reject our message, oppose our arguments, despise our persons - but they are helpless against our ___________.” Sidlow Baxter
 “There is nothing that intercessory prayer cannot do. Believer, you have a mighty __________________use it well, use it constantly, use it now with faith, and you shall surely prevail. Charles Spurgeon
 Daniel’s prayer in chapter 9 is an intercessory prayer, he prays for Jerusalem’s restoration and for the entire nation: 
And  I set my face unto the Lord God, to seek by ___________ and  supplications, with fasting , and sackcloth, and ashes: 4And I prayed unto the Lord my God, and made my _______________, and said, O  Lord, the great and dreadful God, keeping the covenant and mercy to them that love Him, and to them that keep His commandments; 16O Lord, according to all thy righteousness, I beseech thee, let thine _____________ and thy_______________ be turned away from thy city Jerusalem, thy holy mountain: because for our sins, and for the iniquities of our fathers, Jerusalem and thy people are become a reproach to all that are about  us. 
Results of Intercessory Prayer
1. God heard the ______________ prayer of Daniel and acted in ________________ of his request.

We see also in scriptures that, Christ and the Holy Spirit intercede on our behalf. During Christ’s earthly ministry, He prayed for the lost, He came to seek and to save. Presently, Christ is ________________ on our behalf before God’s throne. John calls Jesus our Advocate with the Father. 
1John 2:1, “My little children, these things write I unto you, that ye sin not. And if any man sin, we have an advocate with the Father, Jesus Christ the righteous.”
The Holy Spirit is also involved in intercession:

Romans 8:26, “We know not what we should pray for as we ought: but the Spirit itself maketh _______________ for us with groanings which cannot be uttered.’

2. The intercessor knows the _____________________ and giver.
Christ _____________________ for the believer in heaven, and the Holy Spirit ________________within the believer on earth.

“He can do all things who prays well. All soul _____________ have conquered on their knees. Wherever the secret of prevailing prayer is found, something supernatural will come to pass.” G F Oliver

The Bible refers to the intercessory prayers of believers and records numerous examples of remarkable, powerful prayers in the Old Testament among the leaders of God’s people, such as Kings, Prophets and Priests.

Example #1
 Ezra led the way in _____________________ prayer for his nation in Ezra 9: 6, 7 &10:
6And said, O my God I am ashamed and blush to lift up my face to thee, my God: for our iniquities are increased over our head, and our trespass is grown up unto the heavens. 7Since the days of our fathers have we been in a great _________________unto this day: and for our _________________ have we, our kings and our priests, been delivered into the hand of the kings of the lands, to the sword, to captivity, and to a spoil, and to confusion of face, as it is this day….10And now, O our God, what shall we say after this? for we have _________________ thy commandments,”                    
3. The intercessor empathizes with the recipient and feels his remorse and guilt. 

Other examples of  intercessors include  Abraham who prayed for Ishmael David  prayed for his son and Job for his children.

 Genesis 17:18 “And Abraham said unto God, O that Ishmael might live before thee.”;    2 Samuel 12:16, “David therefore __________________ God for the child; and David fasted and went in and lay all night upon the earth.”;  Job 1: 5, “And it was so, when the days of their feasting were  gone about, that Job sent and sanctified them, and rose up early in the morning, and  ____________________  offerings according to the number of them all: for Job said , It may that my sons have sinned, and cursed God in their hearts.”      
4. The intercessor literally surrenders his life for the person for whom he pleads.   

In Moses’ life we see the supreme Old Testament example of the power of intercessory prayer on several occasions he prayed _________________ to God to change his declared intention, even when God had told Moses his course of action. 
In Numbers 14:1-12, we see after the Israelites rebelled against the Lord and refused to go into Canaan, God told Moses that He would ___________________ them and make Moses into a great nation. Moses then ________________ and _______________ for his people and at the conclusion of his prayer God said in Numbers 14: 20, “I have pardoned according to thy word.”
We also see other Old Testament intercessors such as Elijah, Daniel and Nehemiah (see for example 1 Kings 18: 21 – 46).

“Elias was a man subject to like passions as we are, and he prayed earnestly that it might not rain: and it rained not on the earth by the space of three years and six months. ‘And he prayed again, and the heaven gave rain, and the earth bought forth her fruit.” James 5:17-18
Daniel 9:21-23, “Yea, whiles I was speaking in ______________ even the man Gabriel, whom I had seen in the vision at beginning, being caused to fly swiftly, touched me about the same time of the evening oblation….23At  the beginning of the supplications the commandment came forth, and I am come to shew thee, for thou art greatly beloved: therefore understand the matter, and consider the vision.’   

5. The intercessor’s trust and have faith in both recipient and the giver.
The power of intercessory prayer is endless, no one who comes to God ________________ and with true ______________________,  will he not listen to and grant them their wishes.
 James D. Vaughan writes in song:

I need the prayers of those I love, 
While travelling o’er  life’s rugged way,
That I may true and faithful be 
and live for Jesus every day.
I want my friends to pray for me, 
to bear my tempted soul above,
and intercede with God for me;
 I need the prayers of those I love.
I want my friends to pray for me, 
to hold me up on wings of faith,
that may walk the narrow way, 
kept by our Father’s glorious grace
Intercessory Prayer in the New Testament

The New Testament also presents examples of intercessory prayers. We see in scriptures how parents and others intercede with Jesus on behalf of their loved ones. Parents pleaded with Jesus to heal their sick children:
Mark 5:22- 23, “And behold, there cometh one of the rulers of the synagogue, Jairus by name; and when he saw Him, he fell at His feet, 23And ______________ him greatly, saying My little daughter lieth at  the point of death: I pray thee, come and lay thy hands on her, that she may be healed; and she shall live.’
Mark 10:13, “And they ______________________ young children to him, that he should touch them: and his disciples rebuked those that brought them.”
And so throughout scriptures we see how powerful the prayer of intercession is, it changed lives, it makes one secure. The Bible is also clear and gives specific instructions to the Elders of the Church to pray for the sick.
James 4:14, “Is any sick among you?  Let him call for elders of the church; and let them ____________ over him; anointing him with oil in the name of the Lord.’
Power and Purpose of Intercessory Prayer

The power and purposes of intercessory prayer in the Bible are numerous and is done:
1. For the _____________________________ of God’s people (Acts 12: 5, 12).
2. For the ________________________ of God’s people (Numbers 6: 24 - 26).
3. For the ________________________________ of the sick (James 5:14 – 16).
4. For the ____________________________________ of sins (Ezra 9: 5 – 15). 
5. For the ability of people in authority to _______________ (1 Timothy 2: 1-2).
6. For the Christian’s ____________________________ (Philippians 1: 9 – 11).
7. For effective ____________________________ work (Ephesians 6:19 – 20). 
8. For an_________________________________ Pastor (2 Timothy 1: 3 – 7).
Assurance Text

2 Chron. 7:14, ‘If my people, which are called by name, shall humble themselves, and pray, and seek, my face, and turn from their wicked ways then will I hear from heaven, and will forgive their sin and will heal their land.’   

Activity Time
Put yourselves in groups of five (5) discuss among yourselves the effectiveness of intercessory prayer.
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